
PRIVATE LESSONS
All ages | Call to schedule

Study strings, woodwinds, brass, percussion, 
piano, organ, harpsichord, guitar and 
related instruments, Celtic harp or voice, 
with experienced experts each week in a 30-, 
45- or 60-minute private lesson. Beginner to 
advanced students are all carefully placed 
with the most appropriate instructor to meet 
your goals. Virtual options are available for 
some instruments. Enrollment is for the entire 
academic year.

Tuition per month (4-5 lessons/month): 
(36 lessons over 10 months)

30 min 	 $223.20
45 min 	 $315.00
60 min 	 $426.60

Composition, Musicianship or Improvisation 
tuition per month (4-5 lessons/month): 
(32 lessons over 10 months)

30 min 	 $164.80
45 min 	 $231.20
60 min 	 $296.80

PRIVATE STUDY
SENIOR PROGRAM 
SPECIAL
Adults 60 years and over
Call to schedule

For our senior (60+) students who need more 
flexibility with scheduling, we offer a reduced 
private lesson schedule of 20 lessons per year!20 lessons per year! 
Enrollment is for entire academic year. 

Tuition per month (2 lessons/month): 
(20 lessons over 10 months)

30 min 	 $134.00
45 min 	 $185.50
60 min 	 $247.50

INDIVIDUAL COACHING
Youth & adults 
60 minutes, as scheduled

Preparing for an audition or concert? Looking 
for occasional tips and feedback for you or 
your ensemble? Music School faculty can 
help you meet your goals in one-time or 
intermittent coaching sessions. Sessions must 
be paid in advance and will be scheduled 
based on the availability of the instructor. 
Enrollment is for one-time or intermittent 
sessions; call to arrange.

PLEASE NOTE: Assignment for private 
instruction depends on student and instructor 
availability and is on a first-come, first-
served basis. Enrollment is for the entire 
academic year (two five-month semesters); 
however, registration is on going and tuition 
will be prorated as applicable. A one-time 
registration fee of $50 is charged per student. 
Regular attendance is expected. Instrumental 
rental fee is $164 for the year; limited 
availability. Piano students should review the 
Piano/Keyboard Instrument Requirements on 
the Music School website. 

ALL 
AGES 

Expert instruction from 
experienced faculty

Outstanding facilities 
and equipment

Public performance 
opportunities 
and experienced 
accompanists

Competitions, master 
classes, and workshops

Certificate program

Tuition assistance 
& scholarships

Complimentary 
concert tickets

Annual progress 
reports and juried 
faculty feedback

Discounted 
musicianship classes

View full program details

Get the most up-to-date info 

Register online!

musicschoolofdelaware.org

WILMINGTON 
BRANCH
4101 Washington Street 
Wilmington, DE 19802

(302) 762-1132

Fulfill your musical goals! The Music Fulfill your musical goals! The Music 
School of Delaware is School of Delaware is thethe place to  place to 
study privately, offering instruction study privately, offering instruction 
and coaching by expert faculty at a and coaching by expert faculty at a 
schedule to suit you. Available for schedule to suit you. Available for 
students of all ages and levels, from students of all ages and levels, from 
beginning to advanced. For a full beginning to advanced. For a full 
list of faculty, visit our website.list of faculty, visit our website.



PRIVATE STUDY & 
SUZUKI ACADEMY 
2026-2027

w w w . m u s i c s c h o o l o f d e l a w a r e . o r g
Wilmington Branch  •  302-762-1132

4101 Washington St., Wilmington, DE 19802
Milford Branch  •  302-422-2043  •  fax 302-422-3340

23 N Walnut St., Milford, DE 19963

Lesson 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Mon 8/31 9/14 9/21 9/28 10/5 10/12 10/19 10/26 11/2 11/9 11/16 11/30 12/7 12/14 1/4 1/11 1/18 1/25

Tue 9/1 9/8 9/15 9/22 9/29 10/6 10/13 10/20 10/27 11/3 11/10 11/17 12/1 12/8 12/15 1/5 1/12 1/19

Wed 9/2 9/9 9/16 9/23 9/30 10/7 10/14 10/21 10/28 11/4 11/11 11/18 12/2 12/9 12/16 1/6 1/13 1/20

Thu 9/3 9/10 9/17 9/24 10/1 10/8 10/15 10/22 10/29 11/5 11/12 11/19 12/3 12/10 12/17 1/7 1/14 1/21

Fri 9/4 9/11 9/18 9/25 10/2 10/9 10/16 10/23 10/30 11/6 11/13 11/20 12/4 12/11 12/18 1/8 1/15 1/22

Sat 9/5 9/12 9/19 9/26 10/3 10/10 10/17 10/24 11/7 11/14 11/21 12/5 12/12 12/19 1/9 1/16 1/23 1/30

Fall Semester

Lesson 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Mon 2/1 2/8 2/15 2/22 3/1 3/8 3/15 3/22 4/5 4/12 4/19 4/26 5/3 5/10 5/17 5/24 6/7 6/14

Tue 2/2 2/9 2/16 2/23 3/2 3/9 3/16 3/23 4/6 4/13 4/20 4/27 5/4 5/11 5/18 5/25 6/1 6/8

Wed 2/3 2/10 2/17 2/24 3/3 3/10 3/17 3/24 4/7 4/14 4/21 4/28 5/5 5/12 5/19 5/26 6/2 6/9

Thu 2/4 2/11 2/18 2/25 3/4 3/11 3/18 3/25 4/8 4/15 4/22 4/29 5/6 5/13 5/20 5/27 6/3 6/10

Fri 2/5 2/12 2/19 2/26 3/5 3/12 3/19 4/9 4/16 4/23 4/30 5/7 5/14 5/21 5/28 6/4 6/11 6/18

Sat 2/6 2/13 2/20 2/27 3/6 3/13 3/20 4/10 4/17 4/24 5/1 5/8 5/15 5/22 5/29 6/5 6/12 6/19

Spring Semester

IMPORTANT DATES
Labor Day (closed)

Monday, September 7, 2026

Fall break (closed)
Monday, November 23  

– Saturday, November 28, 2026

Winter break (closed)
Monday, December 21, 2026  
– Saturday, January 2, 2027

Spring break (closed)
Friday, March 26 – Friday, April, 2, 2027

Achievement Week – Wilmington
TBA

Achievement Week – Milford
TBA

Memorial Day (closed)
Monday, May 31, 2027

Independence Day (closed)
Sunday, July 4, 2027

MAKE-UP LESSONS
(no regular lessons)

Fall Semester
Saturday, October 31

Tuesday, January 26 – Friday, January 29

Spring Semester
Saturday, April 3 

Tuesday, June 15 – Thursday, June 17  
Monday, June 21 – Saturday, June 26

Monday, June 28 – Wednesday, June 30



POLICIES

REGISTRATION & 
ENROLLMENT
Enrollment for lessons, classes, and ensembles 
is for the entire academic year (September to 
June) unless otherwise indicated. Registration 
is ongoing throughout the academic year; 
tuition is prorated as applicable. Unless 
paying in full, a non-refundable tuition deposit 
is required for EACH private lesson schedule, 
class, or ensemble at the time of registration. 
The deposit is non-refundable (see exceptions 
under Refunds/Discontinuance) and secures 
the student’s place on the roster for that 
program. A one-time enrollment fee of $50 
is charged to each student for the academic 
year. Registration is available online through 
the Programs section of our website at www.
musicschoolofdelaware.org. A printable form 
is also available. The Music School reserves 
the right to cancel classes due to insufficient 
enrollment.

NEW PRIVATE STUDY STUDENTS
Prospective students should contact Student 
Services to discuss a teacher recommendation 
based on the student’s age, readiness, 
musical background (if any), years of study 
(if any), goals, and scheduling preferences. 
Upon request, students may have a sample 
lesson with a prospective teacher before 
beginning lessons ($35 fee for 30 minutes, 
due when scheduling the sample lesson). 
To be scheduled for and to attend lessons, 
students must be registered.

SAMPLE LESSONS
Sample lessons are a reduced rate offering 
($35 fee for 30 minutes, due prior to or when 
scheduling the sample lesson day/time) meant 
to provide the student with the opportunity to 
meet with an instructor before committing to 
the full session or prorated academic year.  
Payment prior to the sample lesson is required 
and is non-refundable. Sample lessons cannot 
be rescheduled once a day and time has been 
set. 

VIRTUAL PRIVATE LESSONS/CLASSES
Virtual lessons are considered comparable to 
in-person lessons for the purposes of make-
ups or if/when in-person lessons are not 
possible due to public health or other safety 
concerns. Virtual lessons and classes are 
delivered by the mode agreed upon between 
the instructor and student(s). When students 
fail to give proper notice to the school or 
teacher by 9 a.m. on the day of the lesson, 
they forfeit the lesson without a refund, and 
it is considered unexcused. All private lessons 
missed due to the teacher’s absence must 
be made up. To study virtually at the Music 
School, the student must have: access to an 

internet connection and sufficient bandwidth 
to share and receive video transmission; an 
internet connected device with a camera, a 
microphone, and a display large enough to 
view the instructor and instrument or topic; 
and a quiet space with sufficient lighting. The 
student’s internet connection and personal 
video conferencing setup are the responsibility 
of the student. The school is not responsible 
or liable for student’s technology disruption, 
inadequate setup, or failure of functionality.

ATTENDANCE
Regular attendance is expected of all students. 
No private lesson will be made up except for:
•	Student illness: the Music School must 

be notified by 9:00 a.m. on the day of the 
lesson to qualify for a make-up lesson. 
Only one lesson per semester (two per 
academic year) will be made up.

•	Teacher absence: Any lesson missed as 
a result of the teacher’s absence will be 
made up.

•	Emergency school closing: When 
inclement weather or other emergencies 
require the cancellation of school activities, 
every effort will be made to provide make-
up lessons and classes whenever possible. 

Make-up Lessons & Classes
MAKE-UP LESSONS: Teachers will offer two Teachers will offer two 
alternatives for make-up days before lessons alternatives for make-up days before lessons 
are forfeited.are forfeited.
•	All make-up lessons are arranged through 

the instructor.
•	All make-up lessons for student illness will 

be forfeited upon early withdrawal.
•	Two lessons missed by the student 

without prior notification may result in 
discontinuance without refund.

MAKE-UP CLASSES AND REHEARSALS: 
Make-up classes and rehearsals will be offered 
only in the event of teacher cancellation or 
emergency school closing.
Credits: Credits in place of a make-up 
lesson/class/rehearsal will be offered at the 
sole discretion of the Music School.

Emergency School Closing
If it should become necessary to close the 
school on a regularly scheduled school day, 
the school will post announcements on its 
website, on the school voicemail, by social 
media, and by email. Lessons, classes or 
ensembles missed due to school closing will 
be made up whenever possible. Arrangements 
will be communicated to students once 
lessons, classes or rehearsals can resume.

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
ENROLLMENT
Early Childhood enrollment is for the entire Early Childhood enrollment is for the entire 
academic year unless otherwise indicated in academic year unless otherwise indicated in 
class descriptions. Material fees for classes class descriptions. Material fees for classes 
with reduced sibling material fees or optional with reduced sibling material fees or optional 
instrument sets will be added to the registration instrument sets will be added to the registration 
after initial payment has been received. All after initial payment has been received. All 
material fees are nonrefundable (see exception material fees are nonrefundable (see exception 
under Refunds/Discontinuance). Students who under Refunds/Discontinuance). Students who 
register after week 2 of the current semester register after week 2 of the current semester 
will have a $5 materials late fee added to will have a $5 materials late fee added to 
their accounts.their accounts. All class times/days/teachers 
are subject to change. The Music School 
reserves the right to cancel classes due to 
insufficient enrollment. All other billing and 
discontinuance policies apply.

EARLY CHILDHOOD ATTENDANCE
The Early Childhood department provides 
as much continuity as possible for students. 
In the event of student absence, it may be 
feasible to attend class at a different day 
or time (depending on availability) at the 
discretion of the Music School. Repeated 
absence without prior notification results in 
discontinuance without refund. Make-up 
classes can be arranged only through your 
teacher on an individual basis. If the teacher 
is ill, the Music School will make every attempt 
to find a substitute. Any class missed due 
to teacher absence will be made up. When 
inclement weather forces the cancellation of 
activities, all classes are made up whenever 
possible. Credits in place of a make-up class 
are offered at the sole discretion of the Music 
School. 

BILLING & PAYMENT 
SCHEDULE
The Music School of Delaware has moved 
to a new registration system with a student/
family portal for convenient access to invoices, 
payment schedules, and details on registered 
activities. There are two options available 
when registering through the new system – pay 
in full or monthly billing via installment plans.

MONTHLY BILLING
Students/families may elect to pay the 
applicable deposits and enrollment fees per 
student at the time of registration and would 
be due within 2 days of scheduling the lessons 
to ensure the lesson day/time is reserved. The 
balance of tuition can be paid by automatic 
monthly payments billed on the 1st or 15th 
day of the scheduled months. The payment 
schedule will be set up when the registration 
is processed and will be set for the period of 
instruction, varying between 5 and 9 monthly 
payments. Year-long private lessons, classes, 
and ensembles would have a 9-month 
payment schedule (after deposit). All schedules 
may be reduced if the student joins after the 
commencement of the course and proration 
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of tuition is necessary. The complete payment 
schedule will be emailed to the student/family 
and is available to view at any time on their 
account. 
 
Tuition rates and related materials charges 
are detailed on our website. Each student 
is assessed a 10% non-refundable deposit 
(of the entire enrollment) per lesson/class/
ensemble, applicable toward tuition, and 
a $50 non-refundable enrollment fee each 
academic year at the time of registration.  

Unpaid bills of 30 days past due will result 
in suspension of lessons and a $25 late fee. 
Unpaid bills of 60 days or more will result 
in a suspension of lessons/classes/ensemble 
rehearsals and a $50 late fee. Suspended 
lessons/classes/ensemble rehearsals due to 
unpaid bills will be forfeited. For all failed 
credit card transactions, The Music School 
of Delaware reserves the right to manually 
charge your credit card on file the next 
business day. If payment is not received within 
3 days after the payment due date, a fee of 
$25 is added on your invoice. Automatic Automatic 
payment is required for all payment plans.payment is required for all payment plans. We 
strongly recommend regularly updating your 
credit card to ensure uninterrupted instruction 
All returned checks and failed credit card All returned checks and failed credit card 
transactions are assessed a $25 fee without transactions are assessed a $25 fee without 
exception. exception. 

Past due balances must be paid in full prior to 
registering for any additional lessons/classes/
ensembles or for the following summer session 
or academic year. Questions regarding billing 
or current account information should be 
directed to Student Services. Students and 
families experiencing financial hardship are 
encouraged to apply for tuition assistance.
 
REFUNDS/DISCONTINUANCE 
POLICY
Discontinuance without penalty occurs 
only three times during the academic year 
and requires advance written notice to the 
Music School before the deadlines below.
Discontinuances are processed immediately 
and your lessons will be terminated in 
accordance to the following deadlines. The 
student must complete the lessons up to the 
deadlines and have no balance due. Students/Students/
families are not eligible for refunds for any families are not eligible for refunds for any 
lesson missed prior to the deadline. lesson missed prior to the deadline. 

Deadlines: November 15th, January 15th and Deadlines: November 15th, January 15th and 
March 15th.  March 15th.  

Notice of discontinuance to the teacher is not 
sufficient. Should discontinuance be elected 
by the student/family for any reason, a formal 
email or letter (no text messages or voicemails) 
must be sent to Student Services at the Music 
School.  

The Music School may impose discontinuance 
upon any student in the event of excessive 
absence or late payments. Enrollment is for 
the entire academic year unless otherwise 
indicated in class descriptions.  
•	Students ceasing private lessons or classes 

prior to the discontinuance deadlines are 
still liable for the full tuition. 

•	All make-up lessons for student absences 
will be forfeited upon early withdrawal. 

•	No refunds are given for class/ensemble 
tuition after the start of the first class or 
rehearsal.  

•	No refunds are given for materials fees, 
enrollment fees, or the non-refundable 
deposit (exceptions below). 

•	 If the Music School cancels a class/
ensemble due to low enrollment and a 
student does not enroll in a different class/
ensemble, the deposit and any applicable 
fees will be credited or refunded. 

•	Discontinuance imposed by the Music 
School for poor attendance is not subject 
to any refund, and balance remains 
payable.

•	Temporary discontinuance may be elected 
if a student should miss three or more 
consecutive lessons due to an extreme case 
of illness (e.g., broken bone). The Student 
Services at the Wilmington Campus or 
Milford Campus must be informed of 
the exact dates of absence before the 
temporary discontinuance begins. Notice 
to the teacher is not sufficient.

Students must provide the following in a 
formal discontinuance email/letter (no text no text 
messages or voicemailsmessages or voicemails):
•	Student Full Name
•	Teacher Full Name
•	 Instrument/Class Name
•	Last Session (mm/dd/yyyy)
•	Reason for Discontinuance
•	Date of request

TUITION ASSISTANCE
The Music School administers a tuition 
assistance program intended for families 
who have restricted financial circumstances. 
To access these funds, students must apply 
before registering for any programs. Funds 
are limited, and these awards are given on a 
first come, first served basis. If funds are fully 
depleted or your student has reached their 
maximum award amount, the award will no 
longer be available. We recommend visiting 
www.musicschoolofdelaware.org/tuition-
assistance for detailed information about the 
award types, eligibility, what to expect and 
how to apply. Students must have created an 
account in Amilia for the award to be applied 
before enrolling in or checking out for any 
program.

REFERRAL PROGRAM
Families who refer a friend, neighbor, 
colleague, or family member for private lessons 
at the Music School will receive a $100 credit 
to their Amilia account once the new student 
has completed three months of lessons and 
the referring family remains actively enrolled. 
The three-month period begins from the new 
student’s first lesson date. The student must 
be completely new to the Music School and 
not currently enrolled in a class or ensemble. 
When the new student or their parent/guardian 
contacts us or registers online, they must 
provide the name of the person who referred 
them. Whether you pay monthly, annually, or 
are on financial assistance, the credit will be 
applied to a qualifying account until it is fully 
disbursed.

INSTRUMENTS

INSTRUMENT RENTAL
The Music School has a limited supply of rental 
instruments with availability on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Students are responsible for 
maintenance of instruments (e.g., string and 
reed replacement, cleaning) and any repair 
costs due to damage. No person other than 
the student is permitted to use the instrument. 
In case the instrument is lost or damaged 
beyond repair, the student must replace it with 
another at replacement value. Rental fee for 
private lessons is $82 per semester, unless 
otherwise noted.
 

(continued over)
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PIANO/KEYBOARD INSTRUMENT 
REQUIREMENTS
The piano faculty strongly recommends that 
every Music School piano student have regular 
access to a standard and well-maintained 
acoustic piano. Important reasons include the 
need for students to have a closer physical 
connection to their sound production, as well 
as the fact that most lessons and performances 
inside and outside the Music School take place 
on acoustic pianos. If families of beginning/
elementary piano students already own a 
digital piano and are unable to afford an 
acoustic piano, their digital piano must meet 
the following minimum specifications:
•	Piano keyboard must have 88 keys with 

graded action to reproduce the key weight 
and dynamic range of an acoustic piano. 

•	Voicing must contain the “Grand Piano” 
setting and be stereo sampled.

•	Keyboard should have an ample stand to 
allow a proper sitting position and have 
functioning pedals to offer the damper and 
una corda (soft pedal) options. 

•	Parents must make plans to acquire an 
acoustic piano within one to two years of 
the student’s initiation of piano study at the 
Music School. 

Any questions or concerns should be directed 
to the Student Services at the Wilmington 
Campus or Milford Campus, or to the piano 
instructor.

INDIVIDUALS OF 
ALL ABILITIES AND 
NEUROTYPES 
The Music School serves individuals of all 
abilities and neurotypes. When registering, 
individuals who may need additional support 
are asked to volunteer pertinent information 
so that the best placement can be made. 
Music School facilities are ADA compliant and 
an elevator permits easy access to the second 
floor of the Wilmington Campus. 

 

SAFETY
At The Music School of Delaware, the safety 
and well-being of our students, parents/
caregivers, employees, and patrons is among 
our highest priorities. The Music School strives 
to maintain a safe, harmonious, and respectful 
environment for work and study. The welfare 
of students and fair treatment of employees is 
a priority at all times, as is their safety, and that 
of our parents/caregivers and patrons. 

•	Parents/caregivers, students, and patrons 
of the school are advised that the school 
seeks to maintain an open environment—
observation of lessons, classes, and 
ensembles by a parent/guardian or 

patron is encouraged, as is regular 
communication between the parent/
caregiver and instructor. 

•	The school seeks to maintain an orderly 
and clean environment in its facilities. For 
the safety and well-being of all, hallways 
and public spaces should be kept clear 
of equipment, instruments, and personal 
items.

•	 In the event of any emergency, the front 
desk and security personnel are the 
designated first responders. A student, 
parent/caregiver, employee, or patron may, 
at any time, request help from the front desk 
personnel in the event of an urgent situation 
regarding health or safety. In the event of 
any non-urgent health, facilities, safety, or 
personal conduct matters, Report Forms 
(including incident and maintenance request 
forms) are available at the front desk. 

•	A student, parent/caregiver, employee, 
or patron may also request assistance to 
contact a member of the administration in 
the event that he or she wishes to speak 
with a supervisor. 

•	From time to time, health and/or safety 
notices may be distributed to families, 
employees, and patrons of the school via 
mail and/or email circulation. Careful and 
complete review of such notices is required 
of employees and strongly encouraged for 
all.

FIRE SAFETY 
In the event of a fire, activate the fire alarm at 
any pull station. Front desk staff and security 
personnel facilitate clearing the building in the 
event of a fire evacuation. The fire alarm pull 
calls the fire department. At any time a fire 
alarm sounds, or if a fire is present, teachers 
are instructed to conduct and supervise all of 
their students to the nearest exit immediately 
and to account for each student upon 
evacuation. Classroom doors should be 
closed when exiting to protect instruments and 
personal items inside. Evacuating the building 
immediately is of utmost importance, and time 
should not be taken to pack or store instruments 
or other personal belongings. Teachers are 
expected to familiarize themselves with exits 
throughout the school. The Wilmington 
Branch courtyard should be vacated and 
should NOT be accessed in the event of a fire. 
The courtyard is NOT an emergency exit. All 
students and employees should remain outside 
the building until an “all clear” is announced 
by the highest-ranking supervisor on site. A 
Fire Drill is conducted at each branch at least 
twice each academic year. Fire Evacuation 
maps are posted throughout the building. 

MEDIA RELEASES
By granting The Music School of Delaware 
permission to use a student’s image and 
related media, you are giving the Music 
School and its legal representatives and 
assigns the right and permission to use, 
without charge, any media recorded and/or 
published of the student at the Music School 
or at any off-site or Music School-related 
functions. By giving permission, you release 
all claims with respect to copyright ownership 
and publications, including any claim for 
compensation related to use of the materials. 
The media (such as images, video, and audio) 
may be used in print, electronically, and/or 
on social media platforms, including but not 
limited to newsletters, brochures, flyers, press 
releases, advertising, the school’s website, 
radio, or other digital audio production (e.g., 
podcast), social media, and other promotional 
materials. Photos are never sold. 
 

STUDENT 
INFORMATION
STUDENT FILES
A file is maintained for every enrolled 
student. Materials pertinent to Music School 
enrollment and activities are retained in the 
file (e.g., some correspondence, registration 
information, certificate documentation). 
The office retains student files for one year 
following the last recorded year of Music 
School enrollment. After that time, files may 
no longer be retained. A student may review 
their file by requesting access from the Student 
Services at the Wilmington Campus or Milford 
Campus Front Desk.

STUDENT EVALUATION

ACHIEVEMENT WEEK
Achievement Week gives private study students 
an opportunity to perform, demonstrate their 
progress and receive comments/suggestions 
from other faculty. During Achievement Week, 
students perform for 10 minutes for their 
teachers and at least one additional teacher 
from that department. This performance is in 
lieu of one private lesson. Students prepare 
repertoire following the guidelines provided. 
A written evaluation, consisting of constructive 
comments from all teachers in attendance, will 
be given to the student’s teacher to be discussed 
during a subsequent lesson. All private 
lesson students are expected to participate 
in Achievement Week. Adult students may be 
exempted from participation at the discretion 
of the instructor.  If your teacher determines 
that Achievement Week is not appropriate for 
you/your child, he or she may opt to make up 
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the lesson at another time. However, make-
up lessons for Achievement Week are at the 
discretion of the teacher.
 
PROGRESS REPORTS
Progress reports are completed and given to 
private study students by their teachers if they 
do not participate in Achievement Week or 
if the teacher wishes to communicate about 
students at other times of the year. Written 
comments from the faculty are an important 
way for Music School teachers to communicate 
with students/parents about student progress. 
Concerns about practice habits, attendance 
and other significant issues may be addressed 
in the written report, as will positive comments 
when a student is progressing wel.

STUDENT RECITALS
Performance is an integral part of music study 
for students at all levels. One of the advantages 
of attending a community music school is the 
opportunity to attend faculty concerts and 
to participate in student performances in a 
supportive environment. The Music School 
provides a variety of performance opportunities 
for students, including performance classes, 
a regular schedule of recitals for novice 
through advanced students, and ensemble 
performances throughout the year. With the 
guidance of their instructors, students are 
encouraged to explore music through the art 
of solo and ensemble performance. Student 
concerts are held regularly in the 300-seat 
concert hall at the Wilmington Campus and in 
the Milford Campus recital room.

PERFORMANCE CLASSES
These informal classes give students a 
chance to perform for each other and receive 
feedback. Classes may be designated by 
department/instrument or combined and will 
be scheduled by faculty. Accompaniment will 
be available without rehearsal. When possible, 
students are encouraged to participate in a 
performance class prior to performing on a 
student recital. Performance classes may be 
scheduled in lieu of a student’s private lesson 
or as a make-up lesson.

INDIVIDUAL STUDIO RECITALS
Faculty may choose to schedule recitals for 
their own students to provide additional 
opportunities for performance and feedback, 
to prepare students for more formal recital 
settings and to allow students to observe their 
peers’ progress. The Music School does not 
provide accompaniment for studio recitals.

STUDENT RECITALS
Students of any age, level or method of study 
are encouraged to participate in the Music 
School’s formal student recitals. A student 
should be scheduled to play on a recital only 
when his/her teacher is confident that the 

student can perform a piece at an appropriate 
performance level. The Music School provides 
accompanists for student recitals and schedules 
one rehearsal per student free of charge (up to 
30 minutes). Students who have not rehearsed 
with the accompanist may be prohibited from 
performing. Students are expected to dress 
nicely for recitals: dress shoes, dress slacks, 
shirt and tie, turtleneck, modest blouse, knee-
length or longer skirt or dress are appropriate; 
no jeans, midriffs, shorts, T-shirts or sneakers. 
Inappropriately dressed students may be 
prohibited from performing. Students should 
contact their teachers for detailed information 
about recital etiquette and procedures. 
Special adult recitals take place throughout 
the year, but adults are welcome to perform 
on any regularly scheduled recital. 

CERTIFICATE PROGRAM
The Music School’s Certificate Program is 
designed for the most serious young musicians 
to inspire and stimulate their music study. 
Certificates are awarded to Music School 
students (typically at the end of the students’ 
senior year or at the end of the year in which 
the requirements have been completed) to 
recognize special accomplishment in music 
studies, including private vocal or instrumental 
instruction and supplemental music classes 
and ensembles. A student is selected for this 
program by nomination from his/her teacher 
and recommendation of a faculty committee, 
with approval of the President & CEO. Students 
completing the program are considered by 
Music School faculty to be ready for college-
level study, whether or not they choose to 
pursue it. Interested students should speak to 
their private teacher or the Dean for complete 
details.

MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS 
Honor Awards and special scholarships 
have been established at the Music School 
through the generosity of many individuals 
and organizations. These awards are given to 
students who have achieved a high level of 
music proficiency and they provide scholarship 
monies toward continued study at the Music 
School. Students are nominated by their 
teachers, and auditions are held each spring 
with awards decided by a panel of guest judges. 
The funds provide merit, need-based awards, 
as well as program and general operating 
support, to help students with music study as 
specified by the donors. Students should ask 
their teachers for additional information about 
available awards and scholarships.
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